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Team Killers

Discuss how the pathology of the team-offender relationship is symbiotic.

Discuss how males almost exclusively assumed leadership in the non-relative category of serial-murder relationships.
     Males were normally the decision makers or main enforcers. Females generally look up to the males because of fear and a result of compliance. Males could put the fear in the women by threats to kill them or their family. 
Discuss the FBI’s conclusion that females who took part in team killings did so because of “straightforward male coercion.” Do you agree?
      I say yes I agree, to an extent. Men are generally dominant over females. If the male is killing and he tells you to help, sure you can say no and leave the situation. But if you leave, there is no turning back unless you are willing to kill with him. To say no is almost like signing your own death certificate. I think fear has a big part in it. Stupidity as well makes the female go along with it. The FBI concluded that females took part in the killings as a result of compliance, fear, or stupidity (Hickey, pg.266). 
Cite cases where leaders of some team-killing groups place culpability for the murders with the followers.
      Douglas Clark and Carol Bundy is one case of team killing that the leader place culpability for the murders with the follower. Douglas was the leader of the team. He was a so called “smooth talker” and Carol was somewhat a “loner”, not very attractive. He was killing and she was watching or taking photos. Once she got tired of the killings and told a co-worker Clark was arrested. While on death row, he denied any involvement with the murders and tried to blame it all on Carol. 
At what point does a person acquiesce and agree to assist in murdering victims? Cite case examples and discuss the process.
     I think a person acquiesce and agree to assist in murdering victims by the influence of others. I think they are anxious to get involved, but maybe not to the degree of killing. For some of these followers, killing first became acceptable and then desirable (Hickey, pg.270). Many continued to kill as a result of their relationships with their lovers, who hold the reins. 

Charles Manson had a eager group. All he had to do was give directions. Once you win the trust and you have them in your control, you can get them to do what you want. 
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